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Miriam Ticktin is Associate Professor Anthropology at 
the New School for Social Research, where she has 
served as Director of the Zolberg Institute on Migration 
and Mobility.  Her research focuses in its broadest sense 
on “the political:” what it is, how it is called into being, 
how inequalities are produced and challenged and how 
new political formations are imagined. She is the author 
of Casualties of Care: Immigration and the Politics of 
Humanitarianism in France (University of California 
Press, 2011) and In the Name of Humanity: the 
Government of Threat and Care (co-editor with Ilana 
Feldman, Duke University Press, 2010), along with 
many other articles and book chapters. Her talk, 
“Beyond Innocence,” is drawn from her forthcoming 
book about innocence as a political concept, and how it 
produces an unending search for purity.
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